
GENERAL NOTES

AN OUTSIDE NEST OF A FLYING S'QUIRREL

171

In many localities there have been no records of outside nests built by flying
squirrels, therefore it seems advisable to record such observations in order to
ascertain how widespread this practice is.

During the summer of 1920 I spent several weeks at Point Pelee, Ontario,
collecting material for small habitat groups. On June 24 I found the outside
nest of a flying squirrel (Sciuropterus volans) in a small tree covered with climbing
bitter-sweet. A tall walnut tree four feet away gave the elevation necessary for
the squirrels to HHy" to their permanent home, which was in a natural cavity of
an oak sixty feet distant. Upon climbing to the nest, I found it contained one
young, naked and blind, but my discovery evidently prompted its removal before
the following day. The nest was constructed entirely of red cedar bark, and
lined with fine, soft shreds of the same material. It was roughly ovate in shape,
with the entrance near the top, at the end towards the tree trunk. The branches
and vines supported it from all angles against the wind, and its compact structure
and sheltered position in the vine made it fairly waterproof. In this instance
it seems that the flying squirrel is an architect comparable with other squirrels.
-L. L. SYNDER, Royal Ontario Museum oJ Zoology, Toronto, Onto

BEAVER "FORMS"

Although most persons who are familiar with the habits of the beaver in its
native haunts must surely have seen the "forms" or resting places of the animal,
yet I have failed to find mention of them in any of the literature on the beaver
with which I am acquainted.

These forms, of which I have examined several in northeastern Minnesota,
are not unlike those of the varying hare, except of course in the matter of size.
They seem, so far as my observations extend, to be used merely as resting or
sunning places during the day time, the animals returning to them daily. I
have seen no indications that they are used as feeding places; they are, as a rule
conspicuously free from peeled sticks; this is also true for their immediate vicinity.
Whether the animals found in these forms,-I know of them only in the summer
months-are males, whose presence in or about the lodges may be more or less
unwelcome to the mother beaver during the time when she is rearing her young;
whether they represent unmated individuals of either sex; or whether indeed
they may be referable to any particular class of individuals, I cannot say. How
ever, a specimen which I once trapped in one of these forms was a male.

All of the forms that I have seen were more or less shallow depressions in the
ground, roughly oval in outline. One such form, which was occupied by a very
large beaver, was situated on a muddy bank under some overhanging alders.
It was approximately twenty inches in its greatest length and two inches in
depth, and was littered with small chips or shredded wood. Another was in
a natural depression between two slightly projecting slabs of rock and contained
a rather scant bedding of dry twigs and grass. In dry situations I have seen
them without litter of any kind, merely shallow depresaions in the bare earth.

In most instances the forms' were situated close to the edge of the bank, a
couple of feet or such a matter, so that the animal could quickly reach the water.
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One examined last summer was located on a low river bank, among some willows
and other shrubbery, about ten f-eet from the water; but within two feet of it
was a hole about ten inches in diameter which led into an underground channel
connecting with the main stream. The beaver escaped with a glidden rush and
a plunge into the water hole.

Of the several forms which I took the trouble to examine, all but one were
occupied by the beaver at the time they were discovered, The majority were
happened upon during the forenoon but at least two that I recall were found in
the early afternoon. In one instance, where the form was located in a sunny,
grassy spot at the edge of astream, my companions and I returned, near the
middle of the forenoon, next day, and by exercising caution approached by canoe
to within six feet of the beaver as it lay very still in its form. While I was stand
ing erect in the canoe endeavoring to get a better view for a camera snapshot,
the animaltook alarm and with startling suddenness scrambled and slid into
the water. While it lay in the form its'head was unfortunately hidden from view
and I could not s-ee whether the animal wig taking a nap or merely enjoying a
sun-bath.-CHARLES EUGENE JOHNSON, Un'i~ersity of Kansas, Lawrence, Kan.

HORN SHEDDING IN YELLOWSTONE PARK

Record's for the shedding of horns by elk, deer, and antelope in the Yellowstone
National Park for a number of years are as follows:

Season 1911-1912. Elk, March 22-Apri~28.
1912-1913. Elk, l\farch 20-May 1.
1913....1914. Mule deer, February 24-March 13 (spike April 13).

Elk, March 27-Apri121 (spike May 15).
1914-1915. White-tail deer, January 29..:.March 1.

Mule deer, February 23-March 27.
Elk, March 16---April16.

1915-1916. (Absent from the Park.)
1916-1917. (Absent from the Park.)
1917-1918: Pronghorn, November 15-December 2.

White-tail deer, February Ifl-March 4.
Mule deer, February 25-March 28.
Elk, March 12-ApriI30. '

1918-'1919. (Absent from the Park.)
1919-1920. Pronghorn, October 20-November 25.

White-tail deer, January 15-February 20.
Mule deer, January6-March 25.
Elk, March 19---May 4.

1920-1921. Pronghorn, October 31-November 28.
White-tail deer, January 20~February10:
Mule" deer, February 3-February 25.
Elk, February 28-April 21.

It is quite usual for the "old-timers" to say that early shedding is a sign of
an early spring. But such does not seem to be the case. It would appear that
the condition of the animals is the main factor; and since the healthy condition
of the animals on the open range is largely dependent on the forage, it would seem'
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